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(54) DIFFERENTIATION INDUCTION OF PRIMARY PRECURSOR ADIPOSE CELL, AND CULTURE MEDIUM FOR 
ITS DIFFERENTIATION 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To evaluate therapeutic agents for obesity, diabetes and the like in no need of 
consideration on the influence of serum components by inducing the differentiation of the primary precursor 
adipose cells to adipose cells in a nutrient medium containing insulin or the like, selenious acid or its salt, 
indomethacin or the like. 

SOLUTION: The differentiation of a primary precursor adipose cells to the adipose cells is induced in a nutrient 
culture medium selected from among the Eagle basal medium (MEM), a-Eagle basal medium (aMEM), Dulbecco- 
modified Eagle medium (DMEM), and Ham' F-12 medium, including insulin, transferrin, dexamethasone, biotn, 
ascorbic acid, glucose, epidermal growth factor, or fibroblast growth factor, and selenious acid or its salts, in 
addition at least one selected from the group consisting of indomethacin, prostaglandin, long-chain fatty acid and 
thiazolidine derivative. In a preferred embodiment, <3 wt.% of serum is added to the nutrient culture. 
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Examination Report 



Thank you for your application that became examinable under the National Phase (under 
section 26(G)) on 23 May 2005. 

Examination has been performed on the specification as filed, your letter dated 21 April 
2005, a Patents Form 43, amended pages 30-33 showing proposed amendments, formal 
amended pages 30-33 and Patent Form 24. 

\. Section 2: 

Claims 1-13, 26 and 27: These claims are refused on the basis that methods of medical 
treatment of humans are not patentable inventions pursuaint to section 2 of the Patents Act 
1953. The applicant is referred in this regard to the unanimous decision of the Court of . 
Appeal in Pfizer Inc v Commissioner of Patents [2005] 1 NZLR 362. 

Claims 26 and 27 are included in this objection as it is considered that they include details of 
a treatment regime. 



2. Section 13 

An ISR has been prepared for the present application and the citations raised against the 
novelty of the claimed subject matter are reiterated and maintained against claims 1-30. 

Additionally, it would appear that JP20001 57260 anticipates claims 1-30. 

3>. Section 10(4) 

.3. 1. Claim 14 is unclear in that the novelty of the claimed prostaglandin appears to reside 
In the purported use. If some other feature other than mere novelty of purpose is 
intended to be included in daim 14 then it should be recited specifically. 

5. 2. Claim 31 is not acceptable as it is devoid of any specific subject matter and places 
the onus upon the reader to determine the subject matter and scope thereof. 
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Application No: 539582 



The time for completion of all matters expires on 5 December 2006. An extension of time of 
up to three months may be requested under section 19(2). 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 



Yours) sincerely 



Mark Pritchard 

Intellectual Property Advisor, Patents 

For Commissioner of Patents, Trade Marks and Designs 

Phone: +64 4 560 1665 

mail@iponz.govtnz 
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